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TO: All Local Health Departments
Attn: Chief Food Inspection Officer
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SUBJECT:  Texas Department of State Health Services Warning

SUGGESTED

ACTION: Unclassified Recall; Warning consumers not to eat certain imported dried
plums and products containing imported dried plums because they have

elevated levels of lead; Recommend notification to establishments that may
carry these products via phone, fax or e-mail.

DSHS is working with the FDA and with health officials in California and New York, where
some of the product distributors are located, in an investigation. DSHS also is working with
Texas distributors on product recalls.

Recall -- Firm Press Release

FDA posts press releases and other notices of recalls and safety alerts from states as a
service to consumers, the media, and other interested parties. FDA is not responsible for
the content of these notices.

Consumers Warned Not to Eat Certain Imported Dried Plums

Texas Department of State Health Services

2 North Meridian Street © Indianapolis, IN 46204 = 317.233.1325 © TDD 317.233.5577  www.statehea

s The Indiana State Depariment of Health supports Indiana’s economic prosperity and quality of life by pr
WWW.INSHAPE.IN.GOV 800.433.0746 protecting and providing for the health of Hoosiers in their communities.



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE — October 1, 2009 - The Texas Department of State
Health Services is warning consumers not to eat certain imported dried plums and
products containing imported dried plums because they have elevated levels of lead.

Most of the products typically are sold as salted or candied treats in Asian and Hispanic
markets but also are available in other retail outlets. DSHS officials believe the dried
plums came from Asia, but an investigation to identify specific sources is ongoing. Test
results from the DSHS laboratory in Austin show that the dried plum products or
products containing dried plums contain lead levels ranging from 0.11 parts per million to
30.3 parts per million.

Health officials say lead should not be consumed in any amount but DSHS used a U.S,
Food and Drug Administration established maximum of 0.1 parts per million for candy as
a guide in assessing elevated lead levels in the dried plums and dried plum products.

A list of products and product photographs are available ontine at;
www.dshs.state.tx.us/foods/. Consumers are advised to discard any of the products and to
check the Web page periodically for updates. More dried plum products may be added as
pending laboratory test results become available.

DSHS is working with the FDA and with health officials in California and New York,
where some of the product distributors are located, in an investigation. DSHS also is
working with Texas distributors on product recalls.

Officials emphasized that the warning does not apply to dried plums, or prunes, from the
United States.

Lead can accumulate in the body over time. Too much can cause health problems,
including delayed mental and physical development and learning deficiencies. Pregnant
women, infants and young children especially should avoid exposure to lead. People
concerned about blood lead levels should contact their physician or health clinic to ask
about testing.

Note: List of products with ¢levated lead levels follows.

(News Media Contact: Doug McBride, DSHS Press Officer, 512-458-7524.)

DSHS Press Officer on Twitter

Dried Plum Products with Elevated Lead Levels
September 30, 2009

NOTE: No other products from listed Manufacturers/Distributors are implicated.



on Package

Manufacturer/Distributor

Product Name(s) on Package

Alamo Packing

The Original Chinese Candy,Dried
Plums with Pickle and Lemon, Saladitos

|Con Pepino Y Limon

Almax International

ItsFruit Chinese Style Dried Prune,
Saladito

|Bolner’s Flesta Products

]Saiaditos 6 Count

| |Casa De Dulce |Salted Plum Suckers
Plum wrapped “candy” (Packaging
predominately in Asian foreign
Cheung Fat language - blue and white bag with

candy wrapped in red and white)

Dollar Value Distributor

i_Saladitos, Salted Prunes

Hinojosa Brothers (H.B.
Wholesale)

Salados, Salted dried plums

Kam Tai Houg

Hua Ho Ying Tzu (Packaging in Asian
foreign language)

Little Gregory

Chinese Candy Packaging also contains
individual packets of Limon and La
Sabrozita

[Mexican Products & Spices-]? Salted Plums, 7 Saladitos

lProduce Plus

_|Saiaditos Chinese Candy

Roxy Trading Co. Preserved Liquoriced Prune (heart
shaped box)
Preserved Plums/Preserved Salted
Roxy Trading Co. PrunesPreserved Plums/Preserved Red
Prunes

ISanh Yuan Enterprise

|Preserved Fruit Pitted Prunes

lTang Ho1 Moon

|Chan Pui Mui Preserved Plum

IWan Tom Food Co. LTD

IKa Po Preserved Plum
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